Norwegian People\u27s Aid by JOURNAL, CISR
Journal of Conventional Weapons Destruction 
Volume 4 
Issue 2 The Journal of Mine Action Article 38 
June 2000 
Norwegian People's Aid 
CISR JOURNAL 
Follow this and additional works at: https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/cisr-journal 
 Part of the Defense and Security Studies Commons, Emergency and Disaster Management Commons, 
Other Public Affairs, Public Policy and Public Administration Commons, and the Peace and Conflict 
Studies Commons 
Recommended Citation 
JOURNAL, CISR (2000) "Norwegian People's Aid," Journal of Mine Action : Vol. 4 : Iss. 2 , Article 38. 
Available at: https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/cisr-journal/vol4/iss2/38 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Center for International Stabilization and Recovery at 
JMU Scholarly Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Journal of Conventional Weapons Destruction by an 
authorized editor of JMU Scholarly Commons. For more information, please contact dc_admin@jmu.edu. 
Profile 
Operating on the principles 
of solidarity, unity, human 
dignity, peace and freedom, 
Norwegian People's Aid 
(NPA) is one of Norway's 
leading non-governmental 
organizations. Originating 
in 1939 as a result of the 
Norwegian labor 
movement, NPA quickly 
assumed an active role in 
Norway, performing rescue, 
first aid and public health 
services, assisting the 
elderly and disabled, 
offering services during 
natural disasters and 
operating reception centers 
for asylum seekers. 
NPA soon became an international 
figure and expanded its services to 
include agricultural, environmental, 
healthcare and psycho-social and 
human rights activities. NPA also 
offers emergency assistance, 
shelters, conflict prevention and 
resolution and, lastly, mine-
clearance and mine-awareness 
programs. By extending this 
spectrum of services, NPA has 
secured its position as a vital force 
on the international humanitarian 
aid level and is presently involved 
in 400 projects in 30 countries. 
NPA also advocates that 
cooperation only enhances a 
humanitarian organization's fight 
against inhumane behavior. It works 
closely with the Norwegian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and is a member of 
Eurostep and SOLIDAR. 
Although NPA accomplishes much 
from a national perspective, its mine 
clearance and mine awareness 
programs highlight its dedication to 
ridding the world of land mines and 
improving safety for all human beings. 
It has established a tradition of 
assisting African countries in their 
liberation movements, supporting each 
individual's right to freedom and 
justice, and has contributed to 
rebuilding and development efforts in 
recently liberated countries. NPA 
categorizes its efforts in Africa into two 
divisions: short-term emergency relief 
and long-term development 
cooperation, with Southern Africa and 
the Horn of Africa comprising its two 
prime geographical areas of concern. 
Landmine Activities 
NPA's land mine projects have taken it 
to Angola where the organization 
focused on battle area clearance, mine 
clearance, survey and GIS database and 
mine awareness. Its expertise has 
landed it projects in Angola and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Cambodia, 
Kosovo, Laos, Mozambique, Northern 
Iraq, Kurdistan and the Western Sahara. 
In Bosnia-Herzegovina, NPA surveyed 
the land, established mine clearance 
and mine awareness programs and 
deployed 150 deminers and five mine 
detection dog teams. To assist the 
refugees in Cambodia, NPA offered 
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local community development 
programs and supplied technical 
guidance to the Cambodian Mine 
Action Center (CCMAT). NPA also 
incorporates indigenous populations in 
its projects to promote cordial working 
relationships between the countries 
and NPA and to establish a competent 
demining team to further mine 
clearance efforts once NPA is no longer 
a presence in the country. In Kosovo, 
NPA trained 100 local deminers and 
dog teams to clear the affected land. 
As mine awareness comprises a 
significant portion of the land mine 
problem, NPA created mine awareness 
programs for returning refugees in the 
Western Sahara and trained 
approximately 30,000 people in 
refugee camps. 
To optimize its efforts, NPA also focuses 
on the research and development of 
mine clearance technology, as there is 
always a need to improve safety, speed 
and cost concerns for mine detection 
and removal methods. NPA also 
emphasizes the need to approach all 
new technological advancements with 
a degree of caution, as there is never an 
easy solution to a problem this severe. 
Contact Information 
Norwegian People's Aid 
P.O. Box 8844 
Youngstorget 
0028 Oslo, Norway 
Tel:+47 22 03 77 00 
Fax: +47 22 20 08 70 
E-mail: npaid@npaid.org 
lnt.dep@npaid.org 
Founded in Germany in 
January 1996, by Directors 
Hendrik Ehlers and Hans 
Georg Kruessen, MgM, 
translated to "The Charity 
of People Against 
Landmines," has generated 
much discussion as one of 
the leading international 
demining organizations. 
Intent on upholding and achieving 
its goals listed in its mission state-
ment, MgM operates "to reopen 
arable lands, to protect people, to 
[prevent)landmine [injuries) and to 
enable mine-affected communities 
to return to a normal life in dignity." 
MgM employs highly motivated 
individuals and regularly retrains its 
personnel to educate them about 
new demining technology. 
Windhoek Maschinenfabrik (WMF) and 
the Namibian Defense Force (NDF).To 
reduce costs, MgM obtains its armored 
vehicles from Namibian scrap yards 
where its personnel can locate war ve-
hicles discarded from previous conflicts. 
In addition, the U.S. Department of De-
fense and the SCF US donated cast ve-
hicles to MgM for use in its Angola 
project. 
MgM was crrnted ar a rervice provider to other NGOr that plan reconstruction ofinfrartruclurtr in poJt-wilr rcen11rios . 
Photo d o MGM 
Donations and Support 
Without the monetary assistance from 
various concerned persons and organi-
zations, MgM could not function at its 
current level. The German government 
and the Netherlands' government helped 
to fund MgM's Angola project. MgM has 
formed partnerships with a variety of 
governments and companies to offer the 
most cost-efficient and clearance effec-
tive services to mine-affected countries. 
MgM works in cooperation with 
The MaM System 
MgM's policy of safety, quality, 
transparency, nonprofit innovations 
and observation is evident in its work. 
Specialists at MgM designed a 
mec hanically assisted manual 
demining (MaM) system to ensure the 
safety of its personnel and the people 
returning to mined areas. This system 
consists of a Wolf Ill Turbo armored 
vehicle and is equipped with a 
vegetation cutter, which enables 
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deminers to manually clear the land. 
The MaM system is followed by a MaD 
system, which consists of mine-
detecting dogs. The last phase of 
MgM's layered technique is the QaM, an 
armored grader that scrapes the 
ground surface of cleared areas for 
passive quality control. MgM favors a 
layered approach to demining to 
guarantee the safety of its staff and 
people returning to their homes. 
MgM Projects and Activities 
MgM focuses its operations on 
measuring the socia l impact toward 
mine clearance and the rehabilitation 
of infrastructures to permit the safe 
return of displaced persons. Its 
activities include demining work in 
Angola and Namibia. German 
Ambassador to Angola Helmut van 
Edig requested MgM's assistance to 
reconstruct numerous mined 
roadways, bridges and community 
areas in the Bengo Province of Angola 
to facilitate Angolan refugees' return to 
their country. Because of MgM and 
other humanitarian organizations' 
efforts, 50,000 displaced persons 
returned to Angola after seven years 
spent in refugee camps. 
Presently, MgM is in the planning 
stages of preparing survey operations 
in Africa and Central America and urges 
people to remember "with all [the) 
pride and joy about these hybrid and 
low-tech products and projects, it must 
[be) kept in mind that the purpose of 
both are to clear land mines and UXOs." 
Contact Information 
MgM 
Diessemer Bruch 1 SO 
D-47805 Krefeld 
Germany 
Tel: +49 (0)2151 -555755 
Fax: +49 (0)2151-511448 
E-mail: info@mgm.org 
Website: www.mgm.org 
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